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Swanland Playing Field 
Committee Member Retires After many years, Owen Ward has retired from the 
Committee of the Playing Field Association. Owen was instrumental in 
developing the playing field as a sporting and leisure venue of which the village 
can be proud. His commitment to the playing field would have counted as a full-
time job for many people, and yet Owen gave his time for no other reward than 
seeing the sporting facilities available to the village improve. His efforts have 
gone largely unrecognized, and at this time of his retirement, we sincerely thank 
Owen for his efforts over the years and wish him well for the future. 
Temporary Closure Some people will have noticed that the playing field was 
closed for a week at the end of March. This was the only course available to the 
Committee when we unexpectedly discovered that our insurers would not confirm 
that all the activities on the site were covered by our policy. As soon as this was 
sorted out, we were able to re-open to the relief of all. It is business as usual now, 
and we do not expect to have to take this action again. 
The Playing Field needs you! The Committee of the playing field is made up of 
unpaid volunteers, often people who value the playing field enough for the 
pleasure it brought to their own children to offer their time to keep this going for 
the generations to come. It really is a case of “many hands make light work”, and 
if you would like to help out with whatever time you can offer, you would be 
made very welcome. Please contact David on 07889 727835 or email us at 
swanlandpfa@gmail.com. 
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SVA Chairman’s Update 
Having recently had the privilege of taking over the Chair of the Swanland 
Village Association from Jan Rogerson, I would like to welcome everyone to 
another edition of the SVA News. 
This is now a well-established roundup of reports on village activities and I would 
encourage all who read this to join in the village life and utilize the excellent 
resources available from each of the groups as they are always looking for new 
members! The message is always  “ Use it or lose it”, this is a thriving village but 
this myriad of group activities can only survive if all of us take part and enjoy the 
fellowship. 
Now that I have returned to my self employed business I will have more time and 
am planning to introduce myself to all the other groups and businesses in the 
village to thank them for the support given to the SVA over the years. Please 
contact me at 32 West End or on 637 493 for a chat. 

Robert Edwards 
________________________________________________________ 

 
Swanland Screen 

Another season of monthly films at Swanland Village Hall 
has now come to an end and - assuming funding will still be 
available - we are looking for suggestions for films that 
villagers would like to see over the winter months, 
September until April.  If you have a favourite title that you 
think would appeal to a wider audience, please drop your 
suggestions into Mere House (opposite the pond) or call 
Yvonne on 634 863. 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 
Swanland Festival 2012 

It is very early to be thinking about Festival 2012 but the dates have been set as 
7th to 15th July and the first booking taken for the renowned guitarist, Gordon 
Giltrap on Saturday 14th.   
If you would like to organise an event during that week, please contact Jan on 
634583 or Yvonne on 634863. 

 2



SVA Newsletter – Spring 2011 

Swanland Live Shows 
We have truly been part of the International Village of 
Culture output this season with Canadian actress 
Susanna Hamnett and her “Nearly Lear” one woman 
show; French singer and entertainer Flossie Malavialle; 
Estonian Folk Group Ro:toro and Danish fiddler Harald 
Haugaard with his wife, the singer Helen Blume, and his 
trio.  

 
These are all international stars that attract audiences in large venues (for example 
Susannah Hamnett left England to appear first on Broadway then at the Sydney 
Opera House) so we Swanlanders are so very fortunate to have the opportunity to 
walk down to our own Village Hall and, for a comparatively small price, get to 
see these fantastic performers.  If you have not been to one of these shows, please 
support your Village Association next year by trying just one, to see if we can 
tempt you to more.  If we don’t get the audiences, then the funding dries up and 
they may not be available in the future. 

________________________________________________________ 

Welcome Packs 
Are you new to Swanland or have you a new neighbour? If so please let Sue 
Smart know (Tel 632 736) so that she can deliver a Welcome Pack. The pack acts 
as an introduction to the Swanland Village Association and all the other activities 
and facilities in the village. Included are a booklet with a map, contacts, wildlife 
group information, Heritage Trail leaflet and ArtERY programme of events at the 
Village Hall. 

________________________________________________________ 
 

Swanland Pond Update 
The Pond Partnership and Parish Council agree that proposals for the Dipping 
Platform & Marshy Area require wider discussion before any decisions are made 
by the Parish Council. The SPP & SWG are therefore organising an Exhibition 
showing the options for locating these so that villagers will be able to view and 
discuss them. Look out for posters and the village website detailing when and 
where. It’s your chance to have your say about the proposals for the village’s 
community pond. The School would appreciate the opportunity to use a Dipping 
Platform that will enable pupils to hold outdoor science lessons and record the 
pond’s return to life!  
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Twinning Association 
At the very beginning of 2011, the Twinning Association lost its 
President when Dr Malcolm Thompson passed away. He was 
instrumental in bringing twinning to Swanland and had guided the 
group successfully since its inauguration in 2000.  

 

We were so pleased that Malcolm managed to visit Lestrem in May for what was 
his final occasion (as the picture shows) and we hope he could see that the 
friendship between our villages remains strong and healthy. 

 
 
Despite his loss, we have held a joint venture with Swanland Wildlife recently. 
This was an illustrated talk on the ‘Wildlife of the Cevennes’. Thanks to 
Swanland School for staging this event. On March 7th our AGM took place to re-
elect existing and welcome new members onto the committee, Mrs. Sheila Barr 
and Mrs. Christine Wilmer. 
In June 11th to 13th, we will welcome our friends from Lestrem for this year’s 
exchange. In commemoration of our 10th Anniversary there will be a communal 
meal at the Village Hall on Sunday evening. During the weekend there will be 
visits to Hull, a walk on the Wolds Way and a Barn Dance. We are always 
looking for hosts to entertain our guests so if you can provide bed and breakfast 
please contact me Brendan Riley. (632 652)  
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Clean It Up! 

The Parish Council and police have received several 
complaints about dog droppings and litter around the 
village.  
Apart from the fact that it is an offence to drop litter 
or allow a dog to foul without clearing it up, which 
could incur a fine of up to £1000, the resulting mess 
makes the village unpleasant to walk in. 

 
Volunteers clear litter round the pond regularly but not elsewhere. To help keep 
Swanland a pleasant place for all, two things could be done: one to ask for regular 
litter patrols from the local authority, which would probably cause an increase in 
Council Tax or self-help from us all. The latter would be simple if all dog walkers 
could make sure they pick up after their dogs, as many do, and other people could 
pick up general litter when they see it.  Having done so please use a litter bin or 
take it home. 
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Vulnerable People 
The local police have asked us to help them identify any people who are 
vulnerable and may need extra help because of age, infirmity, isolation or any 
other factors. The local police team would be able to check in on them now and 
then.  If you yourself or anyone you know would like to be on their list please call 
PC  Richard Eglen on 0845 60 60 222 Ext 2432. (But please ask the permission of 
the person first.) 
Swanland Parish Council would also like to put such people on their Emergency 
Plan (in confidence). The contact is the Parish Clerk on 632573. The snow before 
Christmas was an example of when help was needed. 

________________________________________________________ 

Where To Eat In Swanland 
If you fancy eating out in Swanland there are some tempting offers. 

Olivers - West End Tel: 633 008 
Opening hours: Monday-Saturday 9-4pm Sunday 10-4pm Breakfast menu 
served until 11am. From May 6th Olivers will be open on Fridays and Saturdays 
from 6-9pm serving a set menu including ½ bottle of wine. 
Food: Breakfast menu, Selection of sandwiches hot and cold, Jacket potatoes, 
Light lunch dishes, cakes and scones.  They also do takeaway food. 

Swan and Cygnet Pub - Main Street Tel: 634 571 
Opening hours for food service Monday –Saturday 12-2pm and 5.30- 8pm 
Sunday lunch 12-2.30pm 
Food: a full menu including takeaways. 

Swanland Nurseries Cafe - Beech Hill Road Tel: 632 795 
Opening hours: Monday-Saturday 9-5pm (the Garden Centre closes at 5.30pm) 
Sunday 10-4.30pm 
Food: Teacakes, Scones, Cakes specially baked for the Café. Light lunches with 
Quiches, salads, soups etc. The Café is licensed. Watch out for Special events 
such as ‘An Evening with Doug Stewart’ held in the winter with a hot buffet meal 
and the ‘Royal Wedding Tea Party’ held on April 29th. 

Fish and Chips (from van) Swanland Nurseries car park -Beech Hill Road 
Opening hours: Wednesdays 4.30 -6.30pm. 
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Swanland Village Hall 
Swanland is in the very fortunate 

position of having a dedicated team of 
volunteers to run its Village Hall.  At 
the moment we have a wide range of 

expertise to carry out most of the tasks 
involved in running an organisation 

such as this.  
However, as with all committees of volunteers, people who have served for many 
years feel it is now time to retire, move away from the village, or simply have too 
many other commitments. 
The Swanland Village Hall committee is now looking for an Honorary Treasurer 
to replace the present incumbent, who intends retiring from the committee at the 
end of 2011.  The new Treasurer would be a committee member and trustee. 
We are looking for someone who, at a minimum, has the knowledge of simple 
bookkeeping.  Additional skills such as preparation of accounts and budgets and 
managing cash flow would be a bonus. 
We are also continually on the lookout for additional trustees to serve on the 
committee. 
If you feel you can help, please telephone Paul Priestley-Leach on 633 530. 
 
Village Hall ‘100 Club’ The 100 Club enables subscribers to participate in a 
monthly draw, which has the sole purpose of raising funds to purchase equipment 
for, and to carry out major improvement to Swanland Village Hall. During the last 
six years, the club had approximately 136 members. Half the money raised (after 
deducting expenses) is used to buy items required for the hall and the other half is 
allocated to a prize fund. 
The draws take place at 10a.m. on the last Saturday of each month in the library 
with an additional draw at Christmas time. Every month there are three prizes in 
each draw. Over the last two years, the first prizes in the monthly draw have not 
been less than £50 and in the Christmas draw not less than £200. 
More members would be welcome. It costs £24 per annum payable in advance. 

Please contact Marion Riley Tel 632 652
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The SVA - what is it? 
“The Swanland Village Association needs you!  Without its members it is 
nothing”.  What does that mean?   
It needs your £2 per year to fund all its activities.  All its activities are for the 
benefit of the village - and that means you.   
What does it entail - NOTHING!  You don’t have to join any committees, attend 
any meetings, volunteer for anything.   
Just pay £2 and the SVA will do the rest.  The rest involves making the village 
look better, supporting sub-groups that make living here a better place, organising 
events to enhance the life of the village.  If you would like to get involved - in any 
way  (with gardening, cleaning, pond activities, history, wildlife, film shows, live 
shows, newsletter delivering, take an advert in this newsletter etcetera, etcetera) 
you would be made most welcome but you do not have to.  The committee and 
the volunteers will do all the rest but we cannot do any of these things without the 
support of the members.  Be proud to be a member and support the Association 
that supports Swanland.  

________________________________________________________ 
 

Swanland In Bloom 
Many residents and visitors have commented how nice the spring planting is in 
the centre of the village. This is due to the dedication of the small group of 
volunteer gardeners who turn out, mostly on a Tuesday morning, to maintain the 
planters and flower beds. During June, July, August and September (about 18 
weeks) we need additional people on our watering rota.  
To make the task easier we have three points where we can obtain water, behind 
Mere Flats, behind Mere Cottage and from Christ Church. Two people working 
together could probably complete the daily watering in about an hour.  
WE DO NEED SOME ADDITIONAL HELP this year, if anyone is interested 
please ring Mal on 632282 or you may see me somewhere near the pond on most 
Tuesday mornings and I will show you and explain all.   Please contact me if you 
can help to ‘MAKE SWANLAND A BLOOMING GOOD PLACE TO LIVE’ - 
Mal Cracknell Swanland in Bloom organiser. 
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SVA Committee 
Robert Edwards (Chairman) 32 West End, HU14 3PE 
Tel 637 493 re@swanland.info
Angela Carpenter (Vice Chairwoman), 17 Mill Rise HU14 3PN 
Tel 634 595 ac@swanland.info
Roz Stead (Secretary) 82 Northfield HU14 3RB 
Tel 635 210 JS@swanlandparish.org
Jim Stead (Treasurer) 82 Northfield HU14 3RB 
Tel 635 210 JS@swanlandparish.org
Roy Kennington (Membership Secretary) 16 The Spinney HU14 3 RD  
Tel 631 424 rk@swanland.info
Peter Dickinson 5 Wood View HU14 3RQTel 634 309 pd@swanland.info
Yvonne Dumsday Mere House 3 Main Street HU14 3QP Tel 634 863 
 YD@swanlandparish.org 
Linda Mitchelson 11, Todds Close Tel 632 957 
Pamela Portal The Briars, Beech Hill Road HU13 3QY 
Tel 631 567 pp@swanland.info 
Jan Rogerson, 20 Dower Rise HU13 3QT 
Tel 634 583jr@swanland.info
Sue Smart 7 Beech Grove HU14 3QA 
Tel 632 736 ss@swanland.info

SVA Membership Report 
I became Membership Secretary in December. I have lived in Swanland since 
1978.  Previously I have enjoyed reading the SVA News but avoided involvement 
in the SVA. Perhaps this was typical of so many Swanland residents living in the 
village but going out of it to work. Since retiring, I have more time in the village. 
Walking is my hobby.  If I am not away on a long walk I walk around the village 
every day. Recently my walking has been to deliver membership cards to 
villagers who have joined the SVA or renewed their membership; my thanks to 
you all. 
I must thank Graham Loncaster for his work as membership secretary, and his 
help since he handed over to me. I am keen to increase the membership of the 
SVA. The village population is over 4000. Paid up membership of the SVA in 
2010 was 343, this year on 31/03 it was 317.  Membership records show over 750 
names. If you have been a member previously please consider rejoining. New 
members would be particularly welcome. Membership is only £2.00 per year and 

mailto:re@swanland.info
mailto:ac@swanland.info
mailto:JS@swanlandparish.org
mailto:JS@swanlandparish.org
mailto:rk@swanland.info
mailto:pd@swanland.info
mailto:jr@swanland.info
mailto:ss@swanland.info
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you can pay by cash, cheque or standing order. As a member you do not have to 
do anything though we will be delighted if you choose to become involved. The 
committee and volunteers use the funds and their time to keep Swanland a good 
place to live, work and play. 
All Committee Members will accept completed membership forms (contact 
details are in this newsletter) and I will collect from them as necessary. You can 
also now drop off your completed form and accompanying payment in a sealed 
envelope, to Kerry at the Swanland Post Office. 
Roy Kennington, membership secretary, 16 The Spinney, Swanland HU14 3 RD 

telephone 631424; e-mail rk@swanland.info. 
________________________________________________________ 

 

Godfrey Robinson House in North Ferriby 
2011 is the European Year of Volunteering so now is a great opportunity to thank 
all our volunteers for the fantastic contribution they have made to the charity 
Leonard Cheshire Disability’s Godfrey Robinson House in North Ferriby over the 
last 12 months. The article in a previous SVA news produced several new 
volunteers but we are always looking for more. 
Volunteers are at the heart of all we do.  You’ll have fun, forge new friendships 
and really make a difference to the lives of disabled people.  There are all sorts of 
ways to get involved from gardening to helping with IT training or driving a 
minibus.  Whatever your skills we’d like to hear from you. 
We can offer volunteering opportunities to fit in with your busy schedule, whether 
you have a few hours each week or just a couple of hours each month to spare.  
We will provide flexible training, so that you can feel confident and get the best 
out of volunteering. 
Leonard Cheshire Disability promotes diversity in volunteering and welcomes 
volunteer applications from all sections of the community. 
To find out more please contact me at Godfrey Robinson House in North Ferriby 
on (01482) 632209. 
Julie Lee Volunteer Co-coordinator, Godfrey Robinson House, Leonard Cheshire 
Disability. Telephone: 01482 632209 Email: julie.lee@LCDisability.org  

mailto:rk@swanland.info
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 Swanland Neighbourhood Watch 
An important change to the way neighbourhood watch schemes 
are administered has taken place. In November 2010, Humberside 
Association of Neighbourhood Watch Groups (HANWAG), to 
which the Swanland group belonged, was closed down. 

 
The Swanland Watch is now registered with the Neighbourhood and Home Watch 
Network (England & Wales) and it remains an officially recognised scheme by 
the Humberside Police. 
Incidents of crime in the village over the last few months have been relatively few 
but residents should continue to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity to 
the police by calling 999. Last summer the prompt action by a resident led to the 
arrest of a prolific house burglar. The non-emergency number is 0845 6060222. 
Some motorists, not necessarily residents, continue to park on double yellow 
lines. Some have been fined and the police will continue to monitor the situation. 
The culprits should aim to be more considerate to other motorists and pedestrians. 
If you have access to the Internet, Swanland NHW website can be found on the 
village website www.swanland/info under village organisations.   
To view information about South Hunsley Area Police, meetings, events and 
news, go to www.humberside.police.uk/my neighbourhood and click on your 
postcode. Your village police are PC Richard Eglen and PCSO Jessica Watts. 
Although we have 34 co-ordinators in the Swanland Watch, more are required 
and any volunteers will be welcome to our next meeting which is on Thursday 
23rd June at Christ Church 7.30 pm.  
For further information about NHW please contact David Morris, area co-
ordinator 631909
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Swanland Bowling Club 
The outdoor bowling season has begun for Swanland Bowling Club. The bowling 
green is just behind the doctor’s surgery next to the pond. We have several new 
members who have started bowling this season, but we are always looking for 
new members, both male and female. If you would like to take up a new sport 
why not come along and have a go. There is a social bowl on Monday afternoons 
at 2.00.p.m. when new members can have a practice. Alternative times can be 
arranged. We have shoes and bowls that can be borrowed. Pleas contact the 
number below. 
The annual Spring Fayre takes place on Sunday May 22nd at 10.00a.m. at the 
bowling green. There will be a variety of stalls including tombola, books, plants, 
cakes, jewellery, etc. 
Finally please feel free to come along and watch a match. These usually take 
place during an afternoon or evening. It is relaxing, therapeutic and above all 
competitive. Contact Peter Dickinson (secretary) or Margaret Dickinson (ladies 
secretary) on 634 309. 
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Agricultural History: Part 1: Farms 
Westfield Farm 

100 years ago there were eleven varying sized farms in the Parish. During 1960s 
numbers steadily declined because of changing agricultural practices. Today there 
is one working farm and one intensive pig unit. 
Westfield Farm and surrounding fields (including Crowgarth Wood and large 
copses) stands at the end of Westfield Lane with fields on the left of Mill Hill & 
along West Leys Road. Originally it was around 400 acres with a house, foldyard, 
stables, barns, stackyard and pond. First appearing in Parish records in 1881 it 
was probably owned by Chris. Ringrose, sold to Sir James Reckitt in 1895 and 
tenanted by G.Heron until 1903, then J.Laws. In 1936 Percy Westerdale bought 
the farm (moving from Mere House). 
It was a mixed farm; arable, some cattle and sheep with heavy horses for 
ploughing etc. During the 1920s steam traction engines were introduced for 
threshing. In 1938 a large stackyard fire burned for several days; to fight it the 
village pond was emptied! Six German POW’s replaced farm hands called up to 
fight.  

     
George Westerdale succeeded his father introducing more mechanization, 
remaining mostly arable and with sheep only. He grew barley (for Hull Brewery), 
wheat and oats. Reluctantly converted to modern methods he maintained the 
traditional three-field rotation but eventually grew peas for Birds Eye and 
rapeseed. Older Swanlanders will recall Fred & John the farmhands. In 1962 he 
sold land for building (now Mill Rise) and the fields on Mill Hill to Trinity 
House. A past Parish Chairman & County Councillor Mr Westerdale, who spoke 
the East Riding dialect dominated village life until his death in the mid 1980s. 
The farm then passed to his niece, Caroline, who converted it to an Equestrian 
Centre (Livery) and sold off some land to become Sykes Close, Westerdale and 
The Green. The distinctive house and outbuildings still stand and most of the 
fields are contract farmed. 

Carol Ledgard 

 14



SVA Newsletter – Spring 2011 

 15

 Letter to the Editor 
 
From Graham Latter 
Because of many other commitments (including running some 10 websites - most 
of them local) this will be the final SVA Newsletter I will be helping to produce. I 
took over as editor of this Newsletter following Jim Dumsday in 2003 and since 
then I have produced it jointly with Pam Portal. There has been an offer from a 
resident to help out and prepare the copy for the printers, while Pam will continue 
to gather in source material. Contributors to the newsletter can help the Editors 
by: 
* Keeping to 300 words per article – lengthy text is just lazy writing and gives 
extra work to the editors who have to chop it down. 
* Submitting it electronically – computers do not accept bits of paper and 
someone has to retype it for you. 
* Providing a picture or image – much as you might be enthralled by your text 
most folks will not be  - but an interesting picture might just persuade them to 
read it. 
I will remain the contact for our advertisers, who help to fund the newsletter print 
cost. I will also continue to maintain the Village Website, provided by the SVA. 
Reply from Pam Portal 
We, in the village, owe a huge debt to Graham for his unstinting willingness to 
use his expertise in producing this Newsletter for eight years. It has been a 
pleasure to work with him. The Newsletters have always been of a very high 
standard. My role has been to collate raw text, which he then transformed into 
something attractive and readable. Thank you Graham. 
 

 
Articles and Letters to the Editor should be sent to 

portal.briars@virgin.net or sent to Pam & Wallace Portal 
The Briars, Beech Hill Road HU14 3QY 

in electronic format please. 
 

PLEASE NOTE - DEADLINE for next Newsletter is Oct 1st 2010 
We cannot guarantee to publish articles (maximum 300 words) 

or letters and reserve the right to edit them. 
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Your 
 Village Association 
needs your support 

Please join us 
 

Just fill in the form below and post it (or 
drop it through the letter box) to 

Roy Kennington 
16 The Spinney, Swanland 

HU14 3RD 
Its just £2 per head (cheques payable to 
Swanland Village Association). Make our 
job easier by paying by Standing Order. 
You will receive a membership card. 

 
WEBLINK 

www.sva.karoo.net/joinsva.htm  

SVA Membership Application/Renewal 

Name (first person) ________________________________________ 

Name (second person) ______________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________ 

 
E-mail address/Telephone number (optional) ___________________ 
Cheque/Cash or Standing Order (£2 per person)  
   

The SVA Newsletter is published and distributed free to every household in Swanland.   
Print costs are met by the SVA and a limited number of local advertisements.   

Forward  information, letters or articles to the Editors 
Pam & Wallace Portal 631 567 e-mail portal.briars@virgin.net  

To receive regular news updates from the SVA website e-mail website@swanland.info  
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