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CONSERVATION AREA 
APPRAISAL  
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The Town and Country Planning Act 
1990 defines a Conservation Area as "an 
area of special architectural or historic 
interest the character or appearance of 
which it is desirable to preserve and 
enhance".  For the designation of 
Conservation Areas to be effective, it is 
important that rational and consistent 
judgements are made in determining 
their special qualities and local 
distinctiveness, as well as their value to 
the local community.  Such judgements 
should be based on a thorough 
understanding of the area in its wider 
context, reached through a detailed 
appraisal of its character.�
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DEFINITION OF 
SWANLAND’S SPECIAL 
INTEREST 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Swanland Conservation Area covers a 
linear street pattern of predominantly 
two storey Victorian / Edwardian and 
interwar housing set at the back edge 
of the footpath. 
 
It has a varied character of white 
render and brick buildings with slate 
and pantiled roofs. Chimneys feature 
strongly in the skyline. 
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The Conservation Area has a strong 
element of hard landscaping, with the 
exception of the front garden areas on 
the north side of West End and the 
mature trees close to the pond. 
�
 

SWANLAND 
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TOPOGRAPHY AND 
SETTING OF THE 
CONSERVATION AREA 
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THE ORIGINS AND 
HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE AREA 
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LISTED BUILDINGS 
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KEY UNLISTED BUILDINGS 
 
In addition to the Listed Buildings 
detailed above, there are some unlisted 
buildings, which make significant 
contributions to both the character and 
appearance of the Conservation Area, 
which are as follows:- 
 
 
· Nos. 23-33 West End 
 
· Nos. 2 – 6 West End 
 
· The pumping station 
 
· The Village Hall 
 
· No. 35 Main Street 
                                 
�
�
�
�

TREE PRESERVATION 
ORDERS 
������������
��������� ��
���� ��
� �� ��'���� 	�� �����
=��
��
���	�� 5����
� /��=�5�
0(� �	��
��(�

��$��
������ ������ �
� 	���� 	��� ������� ����
�	�
��
���	�� ������ ���
� �
� ���� ������
����'	����''�����������>�������	�������
�

�������	$$	
��������$	����
�
����	���� ������ �
� 	���� 	��� ��=�5�� �������
���� �	�
��
���	�� ����(� ������ ���� ��������
��
������	�
� ����� �	'�� ���	� $���� �	�� �	���
	�� ����
� ��

� ����� 8�&� �����'����
� ���
���'����(� '��
����� ��&� '����
� ��	
�� ����
��	���� /	�� �!� �����'����
� ��� ��������� �	�
���$����� ��	���� 	�� 	���������
0��2	��
� �	�
����
�����������	���	
������������=�5������
������ ����� ������� ���
� ��������� ����� �	� ���
��������� ��� �������� ���� 
���� �	� ���� .	����
=�������� ����	����� 
�1� ����
� ���	���
��������� 	��� ���� �	���� ���
� ��
�
� ����
����	����� ��� 	$$	�������� �	� �	�
�����
�������� ��� 	����� 
�	���� ��� '���� �	�
$�	�������������
��������
             

CHARACTER 
�
6�
$���� ���� 
���	�������  !��� ��������
�	�
���(� ���� ������� �	�'� 	�� ���� 	��������

���������'���
(���������������
����������	��
���� 	��� �	�
�
� ������� ���� 
������ �	�
�������������������	'�����
���	�������'�

�
	�� 
�������(� ���� � '���� ��� �������� �
�
?��
�	���?����
�
�$$�	1�'��������	������
�	��������������
�
��� ���� ?
������?� ����� ���� �������� ��
�	����
/������ ���� ���� ������
� ��� ���� .�
����
*�������
� ����
���0(� ���� ���� '�>	����� 	��
���
������
�'$�������
'���#
����(������������
����
������?
�������$�
����5��������	��(��		��
�	�'
� ���� ������� ���� $�������� ����� ����

������ 	�� 
�'$��� ������������ ��������
���
2�����$�����������������
������������������
$������� �		�
�$���	'������ ���� ���� �	�� ����
	���� '�������
�� � 2����� ��������
� ��
��
����� 
�������� 
��� ����� ��	'� ���� ����� �����
	��$�
�'���(��	�	��������	���
�����
����
�
��
�� �
������ ����� $������� ���� ���
�� ����
��	����� �������� �	� ��� �	���� ���	���	���



   5

����
������(���	��������
��	����$���	'������
���'�����
�
*��	��� ���� ��	
�� 
����'���
� ��� �
�
'�
���������	���������
�(��	������$�	$	
���
����� �	�����
� 
�1� 
��#����
(� ����� ����� ��
��������������������/
���)����������@	��
-0����
�
MATERIALS AND FEATURES 
 
Materials are generally brick or white 
painted render with clay pantile or slate 
roofs, although Rosemary tiles also 
make an appearance. There are also 
varying combinations of these materials, 
such as the rendered first floors of Nos. 
48 – 54, which is appropriate to their 
period, or the use of render and timber 
frame affect i.e. No. 2 West End or The 
Village Institute, Main Street. 
 

 
On the left Nos. 48 – 54 demonstrating the range of 
materials. 
 
Thankfully there are still a significant 
number of timber windows in existence 
throughout the Conservation Area, and  
particularly so around the pond.  
 
Any new development should seek to 
respect these materials. 
 
Chimneys make a significant 
contribution to the character of the 
Conservation Area, providing an 
interesting and varied roofscape.   
�
KEY VIEWS AND VISTAS 
 
· Views southeast from Dale Road 

across the pond - This is an 

important entry to the Conservation 
Area as it is a point at which 
enclosure suddenly disappears to 
reveal a large open space, with the 
pond forming the centre piece and 
the Institute, Church and Old School 
framing it. It is also a point at which 
the impressive mature trees in the 
land south of the church can be 
viewed clearly in context with the 
features mentioned already. 
 
For almost the same reasons, albeit 
less intense, the views east from the 
Pumping Station are also important. 

       
· Views from the entrance to the 

Village Hall looking 
north/northwest- Again this view is 
important, largely because it has the 
pond as the centre piece, but also 
because it has historic buildings 
framing it i.e. the listed Mere House 
to the north, and Nos. 2 -6, which 
although unlisted are important for 
the visual group value they provide 
at this point within the Conservation 
Area. 

 
· Views from the west end of the 

Pumping Station looking west  – 
This is an interesting and varied 
street scene with a fairly strong sense 
of enclosure. This is due to the 
varied architecture and materials of 
the buildings, which are set at the 
back of the pavement at this 
particular point. However, once past 
No. 20, the north side of the street 
opens up due to the properties being 
set back from the road, and therefore 
the character changes. Consequently, 
it is this specific snapshot, which is 
important. It is also important 
because it contains the oldest 
buildings in Swanland, Nos. 12 – 16, 
which are listed, and Nos. 10 & 10a, 
which are not listed but of a similar 
age.   
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referred to above, which provide an 
impressive end stop to the view 
along Kemp Road, which is 
otherwise disappointing, relative to 
other parts of the Conservation Area.�

�

�
View southeast from Dale Road across the 
pond. 
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There are usually a large number of  
vehicles parked adjacent to the pond,  
which has a negative affect on the  
character of this area, albeit a transient  
one. 
 
A reduction of parking here would be an 
advantage to the character of the area, 
but would need to be part of a 
sympathetically designed management 
scheme that controlled the number of 
vehicles parking there whilst still 
allowing access to nearby facilities. 
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